Using drama techniques:  Freeze-framing
Collaborate effectively in reading and writing
In English, pupils communicate and collaborate with many audiences and communities in and beyond the classroom, as part of both the process and the product of their work.

ICT extends and enhances these opportunities by allowing pupils to record their ideas digitally, for later use within the creative writing process.
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Pupils should be taught to:

Identify and report the main points emerging from discussion

Work together logically and methodically to solve problems, make deductions, share, test and evaluate ideas
Explanation

Digital cameras can be very usefully deployed within this series of lessons to add another dimension to the learning process.  As the narrative, drama, or film scripts are being developed, key moments, perhaps the climax of the piece, can be photographed as still images.  These images can be displayed on the interactive whiteboard, and discussed by the class.  Does the photograph effectively convey the excitement, or danger of the moment that has been captured?  Is the meaning of the image clear? 


Subsequently, these images can also be used as additions to the narrative work, to illustrate the story line, or if there is a sufficient number, they could be developed into storyboard to support the planning aspects of the work.

Students working collaboratively can email the images to each other, for discussion. 

Advanced groups might use a photographic editing package such a PhotoShop to edit the images for their storyboard, cropping images, improving colour values, selecting sections of the images for use in other parts of their storyboard, and so on.

What you need

The developing scripts.  This lesson can be slotted in to the project either:

fairly early on in the sequence of lessons, to support the storyboarding elements of the students’ planning (optional) or

fairly late in the sequence, to allow the students to reflect on their learning by capturing the most significant moments in their stories

Explanation

Freeze-farming is a way of selecting key moments from a drama or story, and arranging the characters in such a way that the viewer of the picture can deduce what is happening dramatically in the picture. 

Variation / differentiation / extension

Short film clips taken with a video camera could be shown to the class.

Advice – hints and tips

For a whole class to make a series of about three freeze frames per group takes much longer than might be imagined.  Either allow a long time for this, or try to provide several still digital cameras for the class to use.  In a busy school, the latter is not easy.

There will be issues about finding appropriate spaces for this drama work.  These can only be resolved on a school by school basis. Used of the school’s drama room is the best option, it requires forward planning, of course.

Lesson notes / Plan

Introduction

5 minutes

Explain that the purpose of the lesson is to explore how a digital camera can be used to capture key moments for their work.

10 – 15 minutes

In groups, ask the students to discuss three moments which might be posed in front of the camera, to show an important event in their story.

10 – 15 minutes

Practise the freeze frames until it is clear what is happening. Issue the cameras, checking that each group knows which buttons to press, how to take care of equipment etc.  Students can review the photographs as they go. 

30 minutes

Use the digital cameras to take the pictures.  Allow the students a quota of double the number needed per group, i.e. if three pictures are needed, take six, as there will be some that will be unusable.

Plenary

5 minutes

Show the best couple of freeze-frame moments to the class.

Resources
As many digital cameras as may be made available.

Toolbox

 How to download digital images, and make these available to students through the school’s Intranet  / library.

