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A play script for children

	Characters:
	

	Bridget
	Michelle Ang

	Tess
	Zainab Alibhai

	Sophie
	Aisha Bint-Mushtaq

	NASA
	

	Martian
	


	Sophie
	“Come on people, get in.”

	(They all step into the spacecraft and sit in their seats.)

	Bridget:
	“Wow! We’re really doing it! Can you believe it?  We’re going to Mars!”

	Tess:
	“Mars! Think about it! We’re so lucky.

The mission to Mars feels exciting, however dangerous it may be!”

	Bridget:
	“All those years of training will have paid off, if we make it to and from Mars. What if we find new life there?  We will be famous!

	Sophie:
	“The first unmanned visit to Mars was in 1965…39 years ago. Surely everything has been discovered by now.”

	Tess:
	“Well, Mars has such a lot to offer…”

	Bridget:
	“That’s true...”

	Tess:
	“What on Earth are we going to do for the nine months journey?”

	Sophie:
	“Don’t you mean….What on Mars?”

	(They set the controls, and strap themselves in. The rumbling noises start, and the mission to Mars begins.)

	Tess:
	“5…4…”

	All:
	“3…2…1…LIFT OFF!”

	Bridget:
	“Arghhhhhh!!!!!!!”

	

(2 months later)

	Bridget:
	“I thought I’d be bored at times. But with all the safety checks to do, exercise, etc., I’m never bored!”

	Sophie:
	“I’m sorry, I can’t hear you. My ears have not been normal since we left Earth!!”

	

(Bridget is checking instrument readings.)

	Tess:
	“She said…’I’m never bored!’”

	Sophie:
	“And you certainly shouldn’t be!  Let me tell you some interesting facts about Mars...”

	Bridget:
	“Is it something we don’t know already?”

	Sophie:    
	“What was that you said?”

	Tess:
	“Nothing. Come on…tell us something, surprise us.”

	Sophie:
	“Well, Mars is referred to as ‘The Red Planet’, because of its color. When we see it, we can reconfirm what it is made of.  Then we can tell everyone.

	

(Bridget is wolfing down cookies.)

	Bridget
	“Hey guys!! I really need a packet of crisps.  And just think, I can stay 39 years old for twice as long as on Earth!”

	Sophie
	“Yum, this is….lovely.”

	Bridget
	“You jokin’?”

	Sophie
	“Of course not. Except for the cramped environment and the food, what could possibly be better??”

	Tess
	You’re right!!

	Just then a small meteorite shoots through the spacecraft, making a hole in it.

	Sophie
	“Oh…my…!!! Quick, help me patch it up!”

	Bridget
	“This is my worse nightmare …I thought dreams were supposed to come true, not nightmares...”

	

(Bridget squeals)

	Tess
	“Hello, hello?? NASA? Are you receiving?  Houston, we have a problem.”

	NASA
	Hello?? What is it? What can we help you with?”

	Tess
	“There’s a hole in our space module.”

	NASA
	“You have been well-trained to patch it.  Just follow procedure.”

	

(2 months later)

	Bridget
	“Pass me the ice-cream please.”

	Sophie
	“What!”

	Bridget
	“I said…PASS ME THE ICE-CREAM PLEASE!!”

	Sophie
	“I heard what you said, but I can’t believe it. You brought ice-cream?”

	Bridget
	“Yeah, well I figured we would need something nice in here.”

	Tess
	“I can definitely wait to get to Mars…It’s going to be freezing  there!”

	Sophie
	“Oh no…I could’ve brought my Parka to wear over the spacesuit.  That, by the way, was a joke….”

	(1 month on)

	Bridget
	“Is it time yet? I’m beginning to get excited.”

	Sophie
	“OH look through the window,  there’s Phobos...”

	Tess
	“Or was it Deimos?”

	Bridget
	“I don’t care which moon it was. Are we finally here? This was my dream since I was about 15.”

	Tess
	“See, dreams do come true.”

	(On Mars)

	Sophie
	“So, The Red Planet really is red and rocky...”

	Bridget
	“You know Olympus Mons is meant to be 17 miles high and 374 miles wide… Where is it??”

	Tess
	“Duh, it’s there.”

	
(Tess points to Olympus Mons.)

	Bridget
	“In all my dreams I’ve had...”

	Sophie
	“Which are a lot.”

	Bridget
	“Which are a lot, yes, I have never dreamed of  seeing all of Mars’ features. Valles Marineris, Olympus Mons, Hellas Planitia.”

	Sophie
	“Imagine if there were creatures living on Mars, they would have to go without water and showers and tea and…and…”

	Tess
	“That is if they actually need water and showers and tea.”

	Bridget
	“What! I’m confused now…why would there be no water?”

	Tess
	“Why do you think?”

	Bridget
	“Um….”

	Tess
	“It’s like, -55°C out here.”

	Bridget
	“Oh yeah, I knew that.”

	

(They all start to joke to each other.)

	Sophie
	“Bridget, I’m really doubting your abilities.”

	Tess
	“Abilities for what?”

	Sophie
	“Everything!!!”

	

(They all laugh.)

	Bridget
	“I’ll tell you people what I know then! Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun, and the seventh, out of nine, largest. I bet you didn’t know that!”

	Tess
	“Actually, we did.”

	Sophie
	“Bridget, the whole world knows that.”

	Bridget
	“Maybe any Martians on Mars don’t.”

	

(There is silence for a few seconds.)

	Tess
	“Bridget, you know there are no living things on Mars…. “

	Bridget
	“Also, Mars is very interesting to explore. People have said there may have been living organisms on Mars…once.”

	Sophie
	“We know about that also, but the only reason we’re here is because we can’t afford to go beyond Mars!”

	Tess
	“That’s not true, and you know it!”

	Bridget
	(Pointing to the Shuttle, and whispering,)

“Oh, are they listening.”

	
 (Sophie bursts out laughing.)

	Bridget
	“What.”

	Sophie
	“We’d better start checking our spacecraft and stuff. Where did they leave the equipment and reloads that were sent ahead of us?”

	Tess
	“Here, wait one sec, what’s that?”

	Bridget
	“What? Where? What is it Tess?”       

	Tess
	“It’s nothing. My eyes must be playing tricks on me.”

	(They check the Spacecraft and equipment, and stock up on food.  Then they set up the first of the special Mars shelter-pods.) 

	Bridget
	“Yawn, I’m really shattered.”

	Sophie
	“I think we all are Bridget. Let’s get in our bags for the night.”

	
(In Bridget’s dreams…)

	Martian
	“Ouch!”

	Bridget
	“Oh hello! Why are you upside down?”

	Martian
	“Me? I’m not upside down, you’re the upside down one!”

	Bridget
	“Well, anyway. What’s your name, why

are you here, and why hasn’t your head    blown up?  You don’t look English to me!”

	

(Martian nods low after the question.)

	Bridget
	“And why are you nodding?”

	Martian
	“Oh, I don’t come from here. You’re quite right. I must have got lost on the way home… My nameis Tedg. Where I come from, we always nod when there is an interesting question being asked.”

	Bridget
	(Sarcastically) “Oh! What a clever thing to do! Where are you from then? Should you not be getting home?”

	Tedg
	“I am from the planet Mars.”

	Bridget
	“No, really. Mars? No way!”

	Tedg
	“Why is it so hard to believe?”

	Bridget
	“ Well, you know you said you got lost and can’t find your way home???”

	Tedg
	“Yeah…”

	Bridget
	“Well you couldn’t have gone far, coz’ we’re on Mars!”

	Tedg
	“Really?”

	Bridget
	“Yep.”

	Tedg
	“Bridget…Bridget…”

	Sophie
	“Bridget…BRIDGET!!!!”

	(Bridget wakes up, ready to face her first full day exploring the red planet.)

	



The End
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