
‘Come on, please tell us!’

‘No!’

‘Pretty please, with a cherry on top!!’ 

‘Maybe, later.’ 

‘No, now!!’

‘Okay, okay…’

I remember landing so vividly. I can still hear the ice under my space boots. Thinking back at it now, I can’t believe how naïve we were. We thought that we would land, gather some facts, and leave. Simple. How wrong we were…
Europa had fascinated me ever since my astronomical training. It’s like a chocolate truffle, with a hard outer layer, but with a soft sludgy interior. The smooth surface of Europa was breath-taking.  Its resplendent shell could be seen from miles away, the brightest surface, in the solar system. I had always wanted to go into outer space ever since I was a little girl. Countless times, I imagined that I was Galileo the moment discovered the many moons of Jupiter.  But I had never anticipated it would have been quite how it was.
After we landed, we spent couple of months finding all of the equipment that we had sent ahead, years before.  We also set up our base camp, which we would now call home for the next few months. We decided that we should start searching as soon as possible. We wanted to make the most of our time on Europa. By the time we had actually started to look round Europa, it was June 2030.

We already knew quite a bit about Europa, but not enough. In some ways it was similar to Earth. It had an ocean. The tidal heating on Europa ensured that the ocean remained liquid; however the surface of Europa was made of ice. The oxygen atmosphere, water and heat energy made Europa a possible host for extra-terrestrial life. But would we be so lucky?…

 ‘So what happened next?’

‘Did you find anything?’

The only way to find out if there was any life on Europa was to explore and dig! However, this was a lengthy process. After many weeks of sending a metal drill into the depths of Europa’s sludgy ocean we still had not found anything. People were starting to get restless and frustrated. I remember a conversation I had whilst on the mission.  

‘So how long do you think it will take to actually find anything? complained Stephen.
 ‘Patience!’, I replied.
‘I mean, it’s Christmas Eve, and we’ve been away from home for months now!  What have we found?  NOTHING!’
 ‘Come quick, come on!!!!’, Shrieked Chloe

We all rushed to the probing site.  We had reached the watery core of Europa…
 ‘Call Alex! ’ I demanded.

After a few minutes, a middle aged man appeared. Like the rest of the crew he had a crisp white space suit on. Through his helmet, I could just about see that he was frowning. He stomped across the ice, until he reached the area. He glanced at me for a moment, then at the probing area, and then back at me.
‘So what did you call me in for?’ he said.

‘We need some advice; we have reached the core of Europa.
The sample will give us a better understanding of what the sludge consists of , more information about Europa, and more importantly we can look at it through a microscopic lens to find out if there is any life.’ So that’s exactly what we did.
A few weeks of exploring a completely different world really opens your eyes to what’s out there! When you are on earth you can sometimes feel that there is a whole other universe that you’re not apart of. I thought that there was something out there left to see. I had no idea…
THE DAY: January 23rd

THE PLACE: The entertainment centre (We had been on our mission for many months; most of our time was spent fact finding and searching nevertheless we needed something to preoccupy us for the rest of time!)
THE TIME: Late evening.

We were sitting watching a book on the monitor, and Alex burst in puffing and panting.

‘I…….. have…. got….the…… results……!’

I stood up.

‘Well...?’ I said expectantly. 
‘We have found something!’ he exclaimed. 
Suddenly, the universe became a whole lot bigger!

Imagine this…

If there is life on Earth, and life on Europa, there has to be life on other planets, other moons, even in other universes! Even though we had only found simple bacteria, we have no idea what could be on other planets. We are completely oblivious to what other life forms could be out there. 

At that moment, life as we knew it had been altered forever.

‘What do you mean by that?’
‘But those were simpler times, kids. Those days are long gone. NASA is no more. And I will soon be gone.
‘Don’t say that!’
‘It is true.’

‘What is or was, NASA?’

It stood for National Aeronautics and Space Administration. NASA were the people who sent us into Space. But since there is no more funding for space exploration, we have had to terminate any further missions. But look at what the money is being spent on instead! Go on, children, look outside. 
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